
Clerk Hours at  
Town Office: 

Monday 9 am–1 pm    
 Wednesday 3–5 pm      
Saturday 9 am–1 pm 

email address: 
scipiotown@gmail.com 

Town of Scipio 
P.O. Box 71 
Scipio Center NY 13147 
 
(315) 364-5740  
email scipiotown@gmail.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
                    

 
   

                                         3705 State Route 34  P.O. Box 71 
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                                      (315) 364-5740 fax (315) 364-6802 
                                        website: co.cayuga.ny.us/scipio 

                                          email: scipiotown@gmail.com 
 

 
    Fall Clean Up Day ­ Sat. Oct. 13th      

     10 am to 4 pm at the Transfer Station.   
• For Scipio residents only.  SIGN IN REQUIRED. 
• For large items too big to bag.   
• No truckloads of construction debris. 
• Special Bin for scrap metal.  
• Household trash to be bagged and tagged  

as usual.  
     No mattresses, tires, refrigerators, freezers,  
     batteries, petroleum products, antifreeze,  
     computers or electronics 
     No cans unless open and dry. 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From the Supervisor: 
As we look to the next several months, there will be 
a number of important decisions and activities.    
This past year, we passed a moratorium on high 

 Fall 2012 

Rabies Clinic ­ Sat. Oct. 20th   
1 to 3 pm at the Highway Garage. 
Please bring your animal’s most 
recent rabies certificate. Please 
bring your cat in a carrier. Courtesy 
of Dr. Underwood – suggested 
donation $5.00 per animal. 
Rabies immunization required: 
for dogs 6 months & older and cats 
3 months & older.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Got an Opinion? 
Don’t forget to VOTE 

 

Regular Board Meetings are held at 
the Town Office on the 2nd Wednesday of 

each month at 7:00 pm.  All visitors are 
welcome.  If you have an item to bring before 

the board, you may contact the Town 
Supervisor or Clerk  

prior to the meeting, but this is not required.  
Meetings are open to the public. 

  
 

 Volunteers wanted: 
We would love to have a few volunteers to 
assist with Clean Up day.  Please let us know 
as soon as possible if you can spare a couple 
of hours to help out.  Contact Keith Welch 
364-5218, Keith Batman 364-5548, or the 
Town Office 364-5740.  
scipiotown@gmail.com. 

Electronics Recycling: 
anytime during business hours at Auburn 
Computer & Satellite 72 Genesee St. 
Auburn.  www.CNYDigital.com  
315.255.6808   
Hazardous Materials Disposal: 
contact Cornell Co-Op Extension at  
315-255-1183. 
 
 

History Corner 
On a recent visit to the NYS Archives, I 
photographed several original documents relating 
to Scipio Civil War service and her GAR 
members. Flynn, Strong, Hartnett, Hitchcock, 
Hart, Winters, Clark and others are the names on 
the original charter. My project this Fall is to 
create a Scipio Civil War and GAR display, using 
this and some recently donated items.  If you 
have any photos, or stories to share about a 
veteran that I can add to the display, I would love 
to hear from you! 
Sandie Stoker Gilliland 
 
From the Town Assessor: 
 

I will be sending out exemption renewal 
applications by the end of the year. Please 
remember to return them to me no later than 
MARCH 1, 2013. If you are over the age of 65 or 
are turning 65 during the 2013 calendar year you 
may be eligible for the ENHANCED STAR 
EXEMPTION. If you have purchased or made a  
home in Scipio your primary residence (Voters 
registration/Drivers License) after March 1, 2012 
please apply for the STAR exemption before 
March 1, 2013. If you have already applied for 
the BASIC STAR EXEMPTION and are under 
the age of 65, you do not need to reapply again 
until the year that you are turning age 65 or 
have moved your primary residence into the 
town. As always if you have any questions please 
feel free to contact me.  
 
Scott Snyder  
5334 East Homer Crossing 
Cortland, N.Y. 13045 
Phone-607-745-0483 
E-mail-ssnyde7@twcny.rr.com            
  
 

Transfer Station  
is open Saturdays 10 – 4 pm.   
Scipio Residents only.  Household trash must be 
bagged and tagged with stickers at $2.50 each or 
$12.50 for a packet of 5.  These are available from 
the Town Clerk or Transfer Station Attendant.   
No charge for recyclables.  Recycling guidelines 
are available at the town office. Make sure you are 
placing items in the proper receptacle.  
 

Town Newsletters are mailed out in the spring and fall, and are also posted on the town website.  If you 
would like to receive a newsletter please contact the town clerk. 

Town Offices: Highway Garage  364-7754 
 Town Clerk’s Office  364-5740 
 Justice Court Office  364-5325  
 Fax number   364-6802 
 Website co.cayuga.ny.us/scipio 
 email scipiotown@gmail.com 
Home contacts: 
Supervisor Keith Batman     364-5548  
Council members   Milene Morfei     364-7384  

Greg Rury     246-4025 
Keith Welch     364-5218  
Gary Whitten     364-8596     

Clerk/Tax Collector/Registrar  Dodie Rowlands    364-7682  
Historian    Sandie Stoker Gilliland     253-0461 
Highway Superintendent  Mark Chamberlain    364-8719 
Assessor    Scott Snyder       1-607-745-0483 
Animal Control Officer                              Carl Collier                        253-4367 
Zoning & Code Enforcement Officer Mike O’Connor     283-3603 



volume horizontal hydrofracking to give us time to 
see what the State will do and to further consider 
this important topic.  That moratorium will expire in 
2013 and the Board will be considering what to do.  
A group headed by Tom Olenych is considering 
our options and will be making a recommendation 
to the Board within the next few months.  While 
there will be public comment prior to the Board 
taking any action, if you have thoughts now, please 
take a moment to share them with Tom. 
In addition to consideration of hydrofracking and 
other heavy industrial activity in the Town, we will 
be looking at how to implement the other parts of 
our comprehensive plan and the goals it sets forth 
for the Town.  This will involve a review of our 
zoning and other laws and procedures and will be 
focused on making certain those points set out in 
the plan as shared goals are implemented.  I 
encourage you to go to the WEB site and have a 
look at the Comp Plan.  If you can’t access the 
WEB site, let Dodie know and she can help you get 
a hard copy.   Help is needed with our review; so, 
please contact me if you are interested in working 
on implementation of any area of the plan. 
Another important decision on the horizon is our 
role with the Southern Cayuga Instant Aid (SCIA).  
Elsewhere in the newsletter, you will find an article 
by Cindy Wilcox on the SCIA ambulance service 
and their request of Scipio and the other towns 
they serve for an increased level of support.  This 
is a big step, the reasons for which Cindy begins to 
lay out for us in her article. 
Because this is a major financial commitment and 
because any such commitment comes only 
through your tax dollars, the Board and I will be 
working over the next months to make sure you 
have a chance to share your thoughts.  We will 
have information at the Transfer Station in the next 
few months and will have a series of opportunities 
for you to meet with us and with SCIA to get 
answers to your questions and hear your thoughts.  
I hope you will take advantage of the opportunities 
since the Board and I need your guidance. 
In addition to the meetings, I encourage you to 
send comments to me at the town address or 
email, or call me at home 364-5548. 
Finally, as we move from summer to fall to the 
inevitability of winter, snow and cold, let us all hope 
that this winter has enough cold and snow for the 
winter sports enthusiasts among us, but mild 
enough for those of us who prefer the comfort of a 
warm spring day.                          – Keith Batman 

 

Fire Company 
Greetings from the Scipio Volunteer Fire Company. 
We have been busy answering fire/EMS calls and 
getting ready for the winter weather. We held the 
annual Community Garage Sale on August 25th. 
Thank you to everyone that came out. Reminder 
that the annual Sportsman's Raffle/Pancake 
Breakfast will be held on October 3. We look 
forward to seeing you all there. School is back in 
session so please remember it is a state law to not 
pass a school bus with flashing lights. If you are 
interested in becoming a member or finding out 
more about what we do at the firehouse feel free to 
stop by and see us on Monday nights. Reminder 
from the office of the Fire Chief: As the winter 
heating weather approaches please make sure that 
your heating equipment is operating properly. If 
you heat with wood make sure that your chimney 
has been cleaned. Also make sure that you change 
the batteries in your smoke and carbon monoxide 
detectors.  Check us out at 
www.scipiofirerescue.com 
 

Town Court 
Fall means back to school.  Obey  
stopped school buses, avoid fines and possible 
disasters.  As always check registration and 
inspection stickers – avoid fines. 
 

Fall also means winter is coming.  Be courteous to 
our Highway workers who are keeping the roads 
safe for our travel.  Maintain safe speeds for 
conditions and avoid preventable tickets. 
 

Lastly, a point of law – if you have to exceed the 
normal speed limit while passing a vehicle that is 
going slower than you, you can be ticketed for 
speeding.  Use common sense while passing.  
Watch your speed. 

- Justice Brian Dugan &  
- Court Clerk Deb Kellogg 

 

Town Board Resolutions passed: 
• To join the Owasco Watershed 

Management Council as a member 
• To support the application for state funding 

for the Opendore rehabilitation project in the 
hamlet of Sherwood. 
• To acquire certain real property as a means 

of access to the Gould-Akin Cemetery on Black St. 
• To partner with Clarity Connect in applying 

for state grant for rural broadband service.  
  
Southern Cayuga Instant Aid, Inc. (SCIA) 
has been answering emergency calls in southern 

Cayuga County for almost forty-five years. The 
agency covers over 150 square miles and provides 
emergency medical care and ambulance transport 
services to the residents of Genoa, Scipio, and 
Venice and a portion of Ledyard. SCIA is a private, 
not-for-profit organization. 
 
Over the past several years, the face of rural 
ambulance service has changed dramatically. 
Volunteer support has declined, recruitment has 
become challenging, and stagnant insurance 
payments have made it difficult to cover the cost of 
doing business.  
 

As a result, SCIA has requested the Town Board of 
Scipio to renew and increase the financial support 
necessary to continue the provision of ambulance 
services. For 2013, SCIA is requesting Scipio 
residents to pay around $.37 per $1,000 of 
assessed property value, about $.19 more than the 
2012 rate. This rate is very comparable to rates 
paid by other rural communities in the region for 
ambulance service. 
 

The situation faced by SCIA is not unique. Rural 
ambulance service across the country is becoming 
increasingly fragile.  
 

Due to the national decrease in EMS volunteers, 
agencies are forced to rely more on paid 
professional staff to ensure the provision of service 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week. The financial 
implications of this transition are huge for SCIA, 
with payroll costs currently consuming almost 60% 
of its budget. Volunteer support is critical to rural 
agencies like SCIA. It helps reduce operating 
expenses and free up resources to purchase 
medical supplies and equipment, provide education 
and professional development to staff, and invest 
in other opportunities that improve quality, service, 
and safety.  
 

Low population rates mean low call volumes. 
Larger ambulance companies can cover costs with 
high volumes and matching insurance payments. 
SCIA does not have that luxury. Furthermore, 
insurance companies pay for ambulance services 
only when a patient is transported to a hospital. 
Almost 40% of SCIA’s calls are “non-transport”, 
where emergency care is provided, but the patient 
is not taken to a hospital. For those calls, SCIA 
receives zero payment for the staff, supplies, fuel, 
ambulance maintenance, and overhead costs 
associated with the call. In other words, nearly 40% 
of SCIA’s business is a public service to the 
community. 
 

Insurance reimbursement rates have not kept up 
with the cost of doing business. Almost 70% of 
SCIA’s patients receive Medicare or Medicaid. 
These programs pay, on average, only $.62 of 
every dollar billed by the agency, making it virtually 
impossible to cover the cost of services. 
 

This past year, SCIA’s board of directors and 
management have been working diligently to 
construct a sustainable business model and limit 
our reliance on town support. The agency has 
maximized income and decreased expenses, 
resulting in anticipated budget improvements of 
about $40,000 over the next two years. SCIA 
explored an affiliation agreement with a 
neighboring ambulance corps and investigated 
several alternative service models. The board 
consulted with regional and state EMS officials and 
other agencies facing the same issues.  
 

After much analysis, it was determined that, at this 
time, the current operational model is the most 
cost-effective while maintaining service, quality, 
and response time standards. (SCIA’s average 
response time - the time elapsed from when a 
patient calls 911 to the time the ambulance is at 
the scene - is 8 minutes, 4 minutes lower than the 
national average for rural ambulance corps. And, in 
the case of emergency, every second counts.) 
 

SCIA is hopeful the residents of Scipio will support 
it by investing in the peace of mind that comes with 
knowing that the ambulance will be there promptly 
in their time of need. 
 

SCIA also asks that Scipio residents consider 
volunteering. The agency’s most critical need is for 
ambulance drivers, but many other opportunities 
are available, both on and off the ambulance. No 
experience is necessary, and SCIA provides 
training at no cost. Volunteer when it works for you 
and help ensure SCIA’s longevity and success. 
Call 315-364-9500 or e-mail 
ambulancesoutherncayuga@gmail.com  for 
information.  
 


